Evaluation of hepatic function after orthotopic liver transplantation: a comparative study using Belzer and Collins solutions.
Belzer and Collins are solutions used in liver transplantation. The purpose of this study was to compare liver function after utilization of two different schemes of graft preservation using both solutions. Between December 2004 and September 2005, 43 liver transplantations were performed. Twenty-three of these used 2 L of Collins solution and 2 L of Belzer solution as the preservation solution. The others used three L of Collins and 1 L of Belzer solution as the preservation solution. The cold ischemia time of both groups was similar. We analyzed liver function using the serum ALT, AST, bilirubin and international normalized ratio. On the first day after the transplantation, the level of international normalized ratio of the group of patients that used 1 L of Belzer was significantly higher than the other group (P<.05). The levels of ALT, AST, and bilirubin were not different on day 7 after transplantation. We concluded that using only 1 L of Belzer solution is as efficient with the advantage that it is less expensive.